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INTRODUCTION

Approximetely one thousend yards east of the gerens villags of
CATTENOM, in the Rhinslend, Compeny E, 358th Infaniry, becems engaged in
an action, beginning 9 November 1944, that will long bs remembered by lis
personnei. The MOSELLE RIVER presented e formidable obsteole which had to
be negotisted before the first phase of this action could be completely
accompl ished. |

A brief discussion of major events, which led to this sction, takes
us back seversl monthe to thet memoreble dey, 6 Juns 1944, on the besch of
Normsndy.

T™wo betitelions of the 90th Division, reinforeing the 4th Infantry
Division, lended on the sands of UTAE EEACH this déte, with the Division
minue, landing two.days later. (1) With ell elemsnte of the divieion now
ashore, it was tims to léunch its own atteck. On 10 Junes 1944, the division
jumped off. Their course led through tha'hadgerow country of Normendy, |
where & good dey's gain was meessured in yerds &nd more often in hedgerows.
Usuelly, two hedgeroﬁs up end ofe back wes the result of the day's mctionm.
However, on the 22nd of July.the 358th Infantry received the order io
attsck end seize the Island of SEVES, situsted in the SEVES River. (See
Mep A} After many severe counterattscks and tremendous losses, the 358th
Infentry wes sble to secure thes island, The stege was now set for +he
historical First Ammy breskthrough. -The bettle of SEVES merked the last
major engegement, for the 358th Infantry, in the .Nomandy hedgeTow country.'
Now, the 90th wes faced with the open, rolling terrsin of interior France.
On the 8th of August, the ‘division, pert of the XX Corps, which hed moved
so fest, seized LEMANS snd st this point wes ordered to cut Worth toward
AI_EN;C_:__Di\T. | In this operation the division was following the Second Armcred

Trench Division end hed the mission of blocking, to the west, eny effort

(1) 'A'3: D. 50‘



of the Germen 7th Army to esscape the closing FALAISE trap, At this tiwe,
the Germen '?th Atmy weg moving rapidly aastws;rd, due to the pressure deing
axerted by the .British and Censdisng on the north and by the Amriegns on
the South. Their line of retrest lay slong a valley, of which hoth sides
afforded excellent observetion for our forces., The Germens, reslizing
their plight, increased their determination not to be trspped; however,
their additionel efforts were in vain. Qur forces, overlooking the valley,
formed a bowl into which we poured, elgl t‘: ;attaliona of ertillery, -the .
firesof a tank battelion and & tenk deztroyer baftelion. It wag here
.that ons of the ér.tillery lisson plune pllots, in support of the 358th
Infentry, uttered his clessic remerk, Becoming irritated et his unit's
deley in getting his data_ on their guns, he shoﬁted oxcitedly over his
redic, "Stop computin', end stert shootin'®. (2) In the four deys that it
took to virtuelly ennihilate the Germen 7th Army in the velley, the 90th
Division was credited with more than 13,000 prisoners and' approximately
8000 de=d or wounded snemy, apd suffered less then 600 cesusliies itself.
In sddition, 300 ensmy tenks, 2504 self-propelled guns, 164 artillery pisces
and %,270 enemy vehicles were captured or destroyed. (3) |
Immedistely following thls action, the firet signs ‘of gagel ins short-
agee begen to appesar. This shortage plagued the entirs Third Amy all the
way to the MOSELLE River. The sdvances continued; however, with foot ele-
ments welklng and riding in e series of shuttle movements. BResalstance
wes comparatively light, except for isolated onemw bands whe lacked the
gtrengti and destsrminetion to detsim the forward aleinen'bs of the mdvanced
guard for eny apprecisble length of time, The division moved south of
Peris, through mmmm;-whose historical significance lies in the fect
that it contained the elaborate castle of Napcleon Bonaperte. Then the

femous SEINE River wes crossed. They proceeded through the battle fields

{2) &-2, p. 26; (3) A=3, p. 24,




of the first world wer, nemely, the Marne, Chateau 'fhierry, the Aisns and
Reims. At Reims 1t was necessary to call a halt to this rapid edvance, as
sssentinl snppliqs were completsaly sxhausted. ©Seven precilous dsye wers

. lost to the division welting to resupplied; however, the enemy lost no
time in using those days to his édvantago. He was able to consolidate his
forces mast of the mighty MOSELLYE River. (See Msp B} With the division ‘
comple tely gased =nd resupplied, Corps iesued, in substance, briefly, the
following order: The 7th Armored Division was to lead the attack on the
fortified eres of METZ with the 5th Infentry Division on the right, and the
90th Infentry Division on the left, They were to seize a bridgehead esst
of the MOSELLE River, capturing METZ and THIONVILLE, and then to seize a
bridgshead over the RHINE River, in the vicinity of MAM.\ Following this
sction they were to be prepersd to continue the advance to eeize FRANKFURT,
on Corps order. (4)  Dus to stiffemd_m‘sistanco end the ensmy's determin-
ation to hold the MOSELLE lins, the Corps wes not able to procesd beyond ‘
the rirst objective. The mission of capturing the town of THIOGNVILLE and
establishiﬁg the bridgehesd et this point wes givan' t¢ the 20th Division.
From the line of de-parture, in the wicinity of Reims, the 90th Division
ﬁas able to advancel mere than half the distanéo to the objective, én the
firet day. The division occupied a lins genereily from TRIEUX, to AVRIL,
to ERIEY., The following dsy sew considerable advsnce with light enemy
resistance, On 12 September 1944,_1:119 2nd Ba'ttalion, 358th Infentry,
entered the city of THIONVILLE, from the northweet, and after considerable
bouse to house fighting, secured the entire west bank of the MOSELLE River.
Flans mfe immediately leid for crossing the MOSEFLLE River at this point.
The Corps Commander, reelizing that his front wes over-sxtended, ordered
the 90th Division to remein on thes west bank of the MOSELLE River and io
axtend to the south end relieve the 7th Armored Division aﬁd en infantry
regiment, of the Fifth Division, in the ares northwest of METZ. (8)

(4) a-8, p. 59; (5) A-8, p. 3.




The relief was completed by 14 September s=nd the 90th Division wes smployed
in holding the ground gained egeinst the fortified erses north of METZ.

This stetic situetion persisted for en entire month. Fipelly, the 95th
Division moved north to teke over the positions frem the 90_th Infantry Div-
igion. The 90th then moved into e resr erea where & ons week treining
schedule was set up, on river crossings and the ssseult of fortified posi-
_tio_ns. This tréining, though very brief and condensed, was very shorily

to serve in good etead in the breeching of the fortified region of METIZ.

THE REGICN OF METZ

_ It wes now apperent thet before anything could be mccomplished east of
the MOSELIE River, 1t would be necessery to first reduce Fortress lm‘IZ.énd
ﬁ:s meny outlying forts. {(6) | |
The inner-outer defenses of METZ proper constituted a series of 15
forts, the originel comstruction of which was sterted in the 4e'arlier, pgrt
of the 18th Century and was completed under Nepoleon III, in 1866. {7)
A circuler series of hills epproximetely 6 miles out from METZ conteinmed
28 addlitionsl forts. .Iﬂfﬁntry units, protecting these forts, were estsb-
lished a considersble distencs from the fortification in an e11-sround
security pattern. The forte were underground, with large caliber guns
firing from revolving steel turrets end, protruding only slightly ebove the
surface of the ground. | Likewise, undergrourd passeges linksd ell the
various forts in s group. In conjunction with the METZ forts was a series
of 19 forts of the MAGINOT LINE, approximstely twenty miles to the north
of METZ, FORT KOENIGSMACHER end D'ILLANGE were two of this MAGINOT Group,
ell of which doveteiled in the defemsive scheme of METZ. (8) (See Mep C)

(6) A-8, p. 12; ({7) A-B, p. 6; (B} A8, p. 9.




THE THIRD ARMY PLAN

- The mission of the Third Amy wes two-fold. Fire¢, it was to obtain
the surrender of the Fortress METZ aree and, second, to expell the enemy
from the soil of Frence end push them beck to the RHIRE. (9) (10) 1In
order to best sccomplish this miesion, in the light of the sirength of the
enemy forte in the area, it was decided thet e joint offensive would meet
with the grestest suecess. Renouncing the tremsndous project of an asseult
on the fori{ress srea direct, it by-peesed this eres on the north. On the |
gouthern prong of a double envelopment of the XX Corps, they wers to be
brought together some twenty miles behind the city of METZ in the FATL-
QUEMONT-BOULAY eres, The south wing of the pincers was favored wiﬁx
oecﬁpying key torrain 2nd were lecking the MOSFLLE River obetacle.

This southern envelopment could efford to undertaks operatibns of
greet depth on & broad fromt. The north wing hed the very difficult MOSELLE
es its berrier and, consequently, had the tesk of esteblishing small bridge-
heeds end then the further problem of expanding them to allow their heavier
equipment to get scross. (10) A different time-table wes set up for each
wing of the pincers, The souﬁhern wipg was to sttack on & broad front
u.ntil such time s the northern wing hed established & secure bridgehead.
The scuthern wing would then heold up and ellow the northern wing to take

the offensive with the greater psrt of ite forces. (1l)

THE TLAN OF XX CORTS

The XX Corps issued its order, Field Order Number 12, on 3 November
1944, It directed the 5th Infantry Division to form the southern pincer.
It was to attsck from the ARNAVILLE bridgehead; by-peass the fortress ares;
bridge the NIED River and continue the etteck north to seize the ground
in the FAULQUEMONT-BOULAY erea on Corps order. {12) |
| (9) a-10, p. 94; (10) A-1, p. 15%; (11) A-10, p. 94; (12) A—B,.p. 12,
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The 90th Division was directed to meke the assault crogsing over the
MOSELLE River, north of THIONVILLE. They wers then to execute 2 flanking
attack elong the MAGINOT LINE, | They were to reduce esch fort in' turn and
join the southern wing in the FAULQUEMONT-BOULAY sres, thue completing the
sncirclement of fortress METZ., (13) (See Mep B)

The 95th Divieion was ordered to have en infantry battalion stege e
demonstretion in foree et UCKANGE, just south of THIOVILLE, in order to
deceive the ensmy and distrect his attention from the main effort of the
90th Division further north. On Corps Order, the 95th Division minus wes
to attack end seize tha city of MRTZ, (14)

~ The 10th Armored Division was to pass thrcughqthe KOENIGSMACHER
bridgehesd end elso execute a flanking attack solx_glliist to BOULAY. It
wes to remsin on the outside of the 90th Diviedion. (15) 7

The 3rd Cavelry Group wes ordered to soreen the river line to the
north of THIONVILLE, then to follow ths 10th Armored scross after the bridge-
heed wes established, Its mission across the MOSELLE was to relieve the
flenk protecting elemsnte of the 90th Division on the north. (16)

The XX Corps Artillery was strong in the support of the 90th Division
in its bridgshesd operstion. Artillery emmunition was avallsble for ex-
penditure, in guantity. Relocation of Artillery wes carried out extens-
ively with _-l;_he majority of the batteries being trenaferred to the Bgl_g
D:E__'I"_I‘ﬂ?_@ erea to support the 90th Division bridgebead ﬁt KCENIGMACHER, (17}
In the new positions silence was imposed, firing being limited to regis-
tretion by s single gun in each battslion. Normel sctivity was siﬁulatad
in the old positions with two guns per batielion being left behind to
continue their firing and not to rejoin their bettslions until the night
'preced:l.ng the attack., (18) ~ Surprise bdeing essentisl in this night attack,
no ertillery preperetion wes to be fired. A detailed program of counter-
bzttery end preerranged fires had been prepared however, end wes to be
(13) -8, p. 12; (14) A-8, p. 62; (15) A-8, p. 63; {18) A-8, p. 64;
(17) A-6, p. 126; (18B) A-6, p. 126.
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fired by ell artillery supporting the 90th Division. It wes scheduled to
stert et H-hour end continue until H plus 120. Strong support was to be
meintained thereafter on ememy ertillery locetions and upon, “on call™
missions fr;:)m the division. (19)

Attached to the 90th Division was ome light artillery Abattalio.n. In
geneTal support there were twenty-six datislicns availab_le, mede up of
medium, light end heavy esrtillery, plus the orgesnic artillery of the 10th
Armored Division snd ons B8-inch gun battery. In addition to the sbove,

eight 100mm fortress guns were included. (20)

THE FMXEMY SITUATICN

gt

There wes known to be four enemy divieions on the watt side of the
MOSELLE, opposing the XX Corps. Their disposition wes: The 416th Infentry
Division opposing the left flank of the 90th Division, holding the sector
from KCENIGSMACHTR to the XX Corpe north boundsry. The 19th Infentry
Diviesion held the éentral sector from KOERNIGSMACHER to within 5 miles of
METZ., The 462nd Volksgrensdier Division, reinforced with 0.CeS. and
specis]l fortress troops, held the fortified sres immdistely surrounding
METZ. Opposin_g the 5th Division in the south wasz the 17¢h S5 Panzer
Grensdier Division., (21) (.See Map B) |

The 416th Infantﬁ numbare“d 8,300 men. The 19th Infentry Divieion
numbered 5,000 men., The 462:1:1 Volksgrenadier Diviaion, reinforced, num-
bered spproximetely 9,000 men, The 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division hed
approximately 6,000 and the Genersl Heedquerters and Service Units
scattered throughout the mres were ectimeted et 2000 men. They totaled,
in al1, 30,000 troops. {22}

+ On the 1 November the enemy deemed it edvisable to replacs the XIII S8
Corpe, in the MBTZ secfo:; with the IJI.XII (82nd) Infentry Corpe, comsended
by Liesutenent Genersl HOFNNLEIN, Lieutenent General KITTEL, an expert in

(19) A-7, p. 11; (20) A=7, p. 12; (21) A-8, p. 14; (22) A-8, p. l4.




fortress defense, errived from the esstern front to commend the 462nd
Volksgrenadier Divieion. KITTEL'S arrival wes detained and upon essuming
ccmmand he found the XX Corps atteck well under wsy end his defensive shell

alrecdy split. (23)

THE DIVISION PLAN

As revesled dy the Corps Order, the 90th Division wes to meke the
main effort. (24) Plans were immediately leid to Telieve the Divieion
from its holding engagement in the METZ sres. The 9%5th Division assumed

this duty end the 90th moved to the AUDUN-AU METZ-MORFONTAIN-MEREYLE BAS

area, in the reer, to conduct an intensive training schedule. This
training was t¢ be on river i:r;:ssings snd the ssessulting of fortified
positions, (25) The XX Corps Engineer sitachments were to join end train
with the asssult elemsnts. The 1139th Enginser (C) Group was mssigned in
direct support of the river crossings and the esseult opsrstions. (28)
The 358th Infentry wes t_o be on the right, crossing in the vicinity of
CATTENOM. The 359th Infentry was o be on the left, to cross in the
vicinity of &ING. The 357th Infuntry, in reserve, wes to cross on
Division order in the vicinity of CATTENOM, (27) (See Map ¢) The Te-
. inforced division ertillery (27 battelions) eould not fire s preperstion
without compromising the miésion. However, et H=hour & heevy progrem of
destructive fires wes to be laid on the KOENIGSMACHER fortifications end
on the close-in towns of BASSE-HAM, HAUTE HAM, KCOENIGSMACHER, METRICH,
MALLING end HUNTING. ',{\‘:" . ‘
Briefly this wes /Cﬁ{: « It was published in conference to com=-
manders erd steff down to, and ix.xclud:ln'g, battalione on i 3 November,
(23) A-8, p. 15; (24) -8, p. 13; (25) A-8, p. 14; (26) A4, pe S1;

(27) 4-8, p. 20.
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THE DIVISION PREPARATION

Regimental, separate unit end bettelion Commanders immedlstely mede
e reconnsissence of the aree of future operstions. All reconnaissance -
was limited, howsver, since security consideratione were paramouﬁt. In
the training srea, infsntry steff and commenders planned, down to the last
detgil, the composition of the boat waves end the nmber for the individuel
boet loasdings. Upon lesaving the resr assembly erea, esch men knew his
weve and boat number, sleoc his boat Captein. (28) All supply echelons had
an'operational plan for mainteining end providing evacuetion for their |
regiments, by eszeult and motoer boats, should vehicular ferries or bridges
fail (29) Every considerstion wes given to ;'.he problem of signel communi- |
cation. Enginaer and treffic control nets ware organized end linked to-
gether in eddition to e double tecticel net. Extra atocks of batteries
were accumuleted in the malizﬁtion of the heavy and unusual demsnds that
would be pleced on the redio system. Wire was leld to forwerd sssembly
gress under the cover bf derkness. At the divisionel level, supply
agenclies were prepered ror the movement of supplies further forward then
is normel. The reamson for this was to ellow unit echelons o concentrate
their efforts forward of the regimentel dumps. {30} Trained engineer
tesms were to give demonstrations on the proper method of assaulting end
reducing pill boxes snd instructions in the use of flems throwers.

At Division Heedquarters ths rield order wes being drafted. At 2200
6 November, it was issued. (L) The asseult of the MOSELIE was to teke

place during darinsss on the morning of 9 November.

THE BATTALION FLAN

The plen of the regiment ceslled for sn essault crossing with the lst
Bettelion, or the right, and the 2rd Bettsllonm, on the left, The lst

(28) Personel Knowledge; (29) A-8, p. 20; (30) A-8, p. 20; (%) A—ll, p» 1Ea
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Battelion hed, feor their mission, the storming of Fort K(ENIGSMACHER,
The 3rd Bettslion was to capiure and contain the town of KOENIGSMACHER.
The 2nd Battelion drew the reserve snd wes to remein there initielly,
until the town of KOENIGSMACHER hed been teken, This being sccompl ished,
it wee to cross the MOSELLE River, pass through the 3rd Battalion, end
continus the atteck. (32) (See Map C)

Oon the. 3rd of November the battalion wae situated in en old French .
barrecks near MORFONTAINE., ZExtensive training wes carried out in this

; - ,
arss, At this tims, the Corps enginser attach_ments joinsd the regimant.
Company "A"‘ end Compeny "C® of the 179th Engineer (C) Battelion were
esgigned the hendling of the assault hosts, the ferrying of supplies,
and the evamcusting of the wounded for the 358th Infantry Raéimnt. Goﬁ-
pany "E* wesz gharged with the responsibdility of comstructing the bridge at
the CATTENOM crossing site. (332) These were the men the regiment adopted.:
With their essistance, treining wes conductsd on lsnd in the proper tech-
nigue of river eroseinge, the correct procedure in boat loeding, and fhn
method to be followed in paddling.

Acting upon instructions from the bvettalion S-4, “E™ Company submitted
a complete list of lost, demeged or destroyed equipnanf. tn 6 November
mplaeémnt equipment wes issued. On this date slso, the compeny weepons

7

were inspected and repairs or replescements mede by 2 division ordinance
teen, | _

At noon, 7 Novamﬁar, the Battellon cmmiln a 50}:#1‘@1130 with

B vewe 76,1

his Staff end Compeny Compenders, issued the plen. The bettalion, init-
ially in reserve, would be prepered to move out sny time after 2000 hours,
to merch to an sssembly area in the CATTENOM Wocds. It was not until
-this conferencs that maias, _oi‘ the srea of future operations, were made

evaileble to Company Commanders, It was the plan to send company guidss

forward, just at dusk, with the bettelion S-1, to select compeny areas

(32) A~8, p. 54; (33) A4, p. 81,
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in & series of o0ld barrscks on the edge of the designeted woods, In- this
ares, absolute bleck-out was to be msinteined, and, during the day of 8
November, no one was to expose himsslf. Arrangements were msde to have the
kitehen trucks brought up and concesled in the proper ereas before the
arrivel of the companies., Three hot meals were to be served on & November,
Striet fad:lo gilence was to be observed, It was stated further, that "E"
Company was to bo the battalion reserve.

Eight waves, consisting of eight mssault boats per wave, easch bost
with twelve infantrymen and three engineers, were to accompany the 2nd
Battelion. “F* Compeny wae to meake up the first two waves; "G" Company,
the third spd fourth; "E" Company, the fifth and ﬁi:th; apd “E Compeny,
with eiemnts_ of the Bettelion Headquarters, to make up the éaventh apd
eighth. Company "?' was to reorgenize slong the BASSE-HAM, KOENIGSMACHER
roed, tying in its left with the Zrd Battelion, who weg contelning the
town of KOENIGSMACHER. Compsny "G" wes %o ﬁorganim along the sames roed,
éying in with "F* Compeny on ite left and the let Battalidn on its right.
E" Company, with "H" Company snd Battelion Heedquarters, were to re-
organize in the vicinity of the cement factory on the railroed. (See Mep D)

c-‘-'-__—-'
Upon battalion order, Companies "I and "G were to attack abreast,

end secure the first phase line, the high ground, 15 yards to the east, .>

which dominated the eatire river wvalley.

All companies were to be mlerted at 1400 hours, 9 November, and be
prepared to move into the villege of CATTENOM, to swalt their crossing of
the MOSELLE.

‘The battral_ion moved from its rear assembly area et MARFONTAINE et
2030 hours 'byi shuttle, Rein, which had commenced two. days previously,
wes continuing at en even greater tempo, causing the nerrow roads to
become slippsry. Aftillery, etrugzling to get j.'if. pisces in position

before daylight, 8 November, added to the congestion on the roeds. AS 8

13




result, the compenies did mot reach the forwsrd a_séombly area until 0400
hours, _?__!j!onmber._

Company “E® personnsl wers immsdietely issued their bedding rolls for
the remsinder of the night. A hot breskfast wss served =t 0800 hours, that
morning. At 0900 hours, & meeting of ell Compeny Commanders wzs called.
Observing from a third story window, ovarlooking the enemy territory to the
eest, the Battelion Commander orisnted his Company Commanders. Although
it wes gtill raining, it wee possible to o'bsém the - crossing gite, 'l:wo
thousend yards ewsy. The town of KCENIGSMACHER, the 3rd Battelion ob-
Jective, snd the Fort of EGENIGSMACHER, the lst Battelion objéctive could
" be plainly seen. It was difficult, howsver, to observe the high ground
to the esst, which comstituted the 2nd Battalion's initial objective. This
observetion post d4id serve to better orient the Compeny Commanders.

' During the course of the dey, =211 "E" (ompeny Flatoon Leaders, Flatoon
Sergeants and Squed Leeders were oriented at similer windows. A4ll men in
the company wers 'thoroughly familiarized with the mission befors them and
esch knsw his job well. A hot lunch wea served at 1200 hours and agein
at 1800 hours. "K* rations, sufficient for two days, were distributed and
the men were instructed to rest as much as possible.

m situation, the preparation and the mission heve been outlined.
Now, a brief déscription of the terrein. The CATTENCM Forest wea very
.hsavily wooded. Upon lseving this foreast, the ground to the east tapered
off to the edges of the MOSFILE RIVFR. It was completely devold of trees
and afforded little cover or concealment. Alopg the river no coversd boat
egsembly points were sveileble, Hence, CATTEN(M villege provided the only
assembly point in the ares. On the far side of the MOSELLE the same
devold, sloping terrsin was to be found, as far as the reilromd trecke.

To the southeast end, as if it were man mede, the hill conteining Fort
KOENIGSMACEER rose to e height of epproximstely 700 feet within e distence
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river. Their carry was 900 yerds. Elements of the Zrd Battalion passed

The battelion order of march ﬁas; G,F,E,H snd Headquarters. The totel

of 1000 yerds. Some 3500 yards to the northeast and situsted on agually
key terrain was Fort METRICH, sncther member of the MAGINOT group. To
i e

the southeast, soms 5000 yerds,stood FORT DYILLANGE, also of this group.

. [
The MAGTNOT line formed a belt which actuelly extended from these forts to
BOULAY, the division objective. A1l in 11, there were some 19 Forts in
this belt, easch capable of mutually supporting the other with heavy artillery
fire, It developed then, that the high ground supporting Forts METRICH

snd KOENIGSMACEER was the 2nd Bettelion's first phase line, (See Mep D)

THE CROSSING

The two sssault battslions were to start their crossing at 0330 hours.
The lst Battelion wes to a-zemble in HUZANGE, plick up their boats and
physically cerry them 1500 yards to the river. The Zrd Battslion wes %o

assemble in CATTENOM snd from here, secure their bosts end proceed to the

through "E® Compeny ercund 0LOO hours, enroute to CATTENOM. All the men
in the company were sweke for, from this point on, sleep seemed out of
the question. They knew they, th_emselves, would be teking this seme route
in a short time.

A% 0145 hours, the company was ordered on the rosd. At 0200 hours
it moved out. Rein wes not felling, ﬁoue'ver, there was e slight drizzls.

prte”

derknees, the drizzle, the silence, except for the swishing of the ment's
raincosts and gesr, coupled with the knowledge e: the sgsignment before them,
gll seemed to blend into & premonition of what was soon to haiipon. The
column moved slowly. By 0250 hours, Compeny "E" had traveled only 1500
yerds of the 2500 yards to CATTENOM. Word wes filtering back through the

column thet the entire town wes flooded. This hardly seemed possible
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since only s few hours before, during deylight, the MOSELLE was observed
flowing rether pescefully elong its course. Granted, the recent rains had
ceuged it to reise soms but from the observetion post, it certainly d4id
not look dsngerous,

The company reached the town et 0320 hours end was sheltered in several
'buildings on the northwest edge. The Bettelion Commender stated that redio
silence would be lifted =t 0345 hours. He steyed just long enough to state
thet the 3rd Battelion was heving trouble. The MOSELLE River wes .ﬂooding
snd hed slresdy risen tc within 400 yerds of ths town. This mesant thet the
3rd Battelion héd to drag snd sometinzés. swim, with the boats, for a distence
of 500 yerds befors ressching sufficient depth to flort them. To 2dd to .thg
difficulty, what hed been estimnted to be a 2 or 3 mile per hour current,
was now thought to be closer to 6 to 8 miles per hour. |

The leeding sssault elements of the 3rd Battalion arrived at the
river at 0330 hours and sterted their crossing.. The current in mid-streem
earriesd their first snd second waves 1500 yards down-stream. Succeeding
waves were likewise carried down-streem. As a result, no bosts were
coming back. By 0400 hours, the 3rd Battalion had clesred the west benk
and hed been swallowed up in the derkpess and the river. There remained
only sufficient boets for one compeny of the 2nd Battalion to cross. Up
to this time, not e single shot had been riréd. 1t was apparent that the
ensmy never suspected a erossing under these coﬁditiona. |

Prepered positions on the enemy side of the i'iver wsre inundated and
left unmenned., Enemy mine fislds, which would normelly have been exposed,
permitted the boate to float over them. In this, the weethar and the
river proved a friend. To some soldier has been attributed the saying,

*In war, the weather is elways neutral.” However, in this situation,
nothing could be further from the truth ss obviously bed weather was the
enemy of the aggressor. (34) Vel St o o

{%4) A-12, Chepter XIII.
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Compﬁny "E" reached the river's edge in weter, some pleces now knee=
deep. A few boats were being worked beck with great difficulty. The let
Pletoon wes sent down-streem 500 yerds to essist in the return of boats.
The 1zt Bettalion, on the right, was experiencing'tho seme dlfficulty
with the result that & number of their boats were flcatlng pest in mid-
stresm, unmanne;i. The 15t Pletoon wes able to Tecover about fifteen boats
but not hefore the enemy became sware 6:' our efforts, Mortar and asrtillery
fire wes now landing in the dattelion asres, Severel.rounds landed in "F%
Compeny, sericusly wounding the Compeny Commender and eleven men, Amidet
the confusion, Compeny "E"™ losded the eveileble boats and sterted the
wild ride down &nd acrosé the river,

The Company Executive Officer was sent with the 2nd Flatoon in the
first wave. Weves now consisted of no set number but were contingent upon
what boets, with paddles, were present. Every effort wes made to meintzin
tectical unity. A small mas_uz"e of success was possible since sach bost
conteined a aquad. The First Serggant wag sent with the 3rd Platoon,
whisch cpnstituted the second wave, With the errivel of fgur edditicnal boats
and sufficient peddles, it was possible for the 1lst Flatoon, the 4%h Flatoon
and the remainder of Company Hesdguarters to stert in the third weve.

I would like to point out, at this time, thet the enginsers assigned
to mssist in this crossing were doing an excellent job under the existing
conditions. Compeny "B of the 179th Engineer (C) Bettalion made repeated
attempts, under heevy mortsr emd artillery fire, end in water waist deep,
to establish 2 foot bridge. This proving impossible, they took to.ru-
trieving the lost boats. In a few cases they went so fer as to sirim into
mid-gtream when & boet could not be reached otherwise.

"E* Compeny Headquerters touched ground on the esstern side of the

MOSELLE River st 0630 hours et & point approximately 1000- yards down stiream.
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The problem was, now, to reach the afea designatgd for recrgenization.
Although very foggy, deylight wes just breeking. The feint outline of the
town of KOENIGSMACHER could be sesn directly to the front. COnsidorablol
rifla firs was hesrd in and =sround the tocwn. Mowing in the direction of
‘the Cemsnt Plant, two squads of the 2nd Pletoon were found, knse-deep in
water. A little further the third squed joined. Things were beginning to
lock better. Company Headguarters and the lst Platoon arrived at the re-
organizationel eres around 0730, The lst Platoon_]:aéder reported that the

Executive Officer end First Sergeant were looking for the other Platoons.

e ,y'};i _._,, ~ & small pumping station locmted on rather high ground, next to the
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Kl river, opened fire on elements crossing. One squed wae sent to silence

this fire, Another was supporting them by firing into the eppsrtures
that were visi‘oia. The first Squad had little difficulty in neutralizing
the pumping stetion anﬂ' eapturing the eighteen Germens it contained.
Since .it wes impossible to send the prisconers scross the river, at thié
time, they were brought forwerd and contained within the Cement Flent.

The third squed wee sent forwerd to the KOENIGSMACHER-BASSE-HAM Hoad to

furnish security to the front snd to contact the friendly slements on the

left. At thie time it was not known just who did occupy the town. “F
Compeny wes slso heving difficulty reorgenizing on the west of the river.
Redio contect was estmblished with the battelion whose reer C.P. wes st:iil
in CATTENOM. The battelion Executive Officer was informed as to the
situation. :

Around 0800 hours, the %rd Platoon reported with all but iwo men
present, During the platoon re~-orgenizetion, & mortar shell, landing in
the sres, had seriocusly injured the two men, Engineers, who had been
hendling the bosts, essisted in evacueting them. By 0900 hours, the re-
orgenization of Company “E™ hed been completed when the Executive Qfficer

Teported with the weapons pletoon.
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The 3rd Bettelion, now scross the river, recrganized and experienced
little aifficulty in c¢apturing the town of KCENIGSMACHER. The Regimentel
quanﬂer, witnessing the riping water and the diffioculty of the 2nd Bat-
telion in seouring sufficient boets to cross, ordsred the 3rd Battalion to
continne, They were, now, to secure ths lst phese line, which was the
high ground to the resr and esst of Fort K(ENIGSMACHER.

&t 1200 hours, the reorgsnization of thi 2nd Bettelion waes complete
end disposed as follows: "F® Compeny occupied the town wi_th two pletoons.
The third pletoon was along the KDENIGSMAGHER-BASSE-Hﬂu rosd, TG" Compeny
tied ip with the 1st Bettelion, ot the road junction om the right, and
with """ Company on the left, (See Map D} Company "E" remained in re-
serve- 1h the vicinity of the Cement Plant; At 2100 hours, the Regimental
Commander issued his order st the Battelion C.P. The 2nd Battalion wee
to relieve the third on the lst Phase Line. It was to he prepared to cob~

tinue the stteck to VALMESTROFF, on order. (See Map C)

THE COUNTERATTACK

At 2300 hours, the battalion, with "E™ Compeny in the leed, worked
its way sround the base of the Fort KOENIGSMCHER Hill. TFleres, shot
from within the Fort, were coupled with sporstic machine gun fire which
would foree sl]l men to hif the ground. However, the intirs battelion was
able to pess within 500 yards of the resr door of Fort KGENIGSMACHER with-;-
out being observed by those inside.{See Map E) TUpon reaching the Zrd |
Pattelion it wes found they had repelled three counterattecks in five
hours. They bad slso suffered considereble losses and were short of ain;m—
nition, The wounded were being carried to the Cement Plant, however, evec-
uetion wes very slow., The aid station was still scross the river. |
Since continued counterettmcks were expscted, work was immsdiately

begun on digging positions and clesring fields of fire. The hill msss
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thet formglly contained ons battalion, now held two. The two batitalions

weire busy setting up e perimeter defense. This celled for considerable re-
ghuffling of compenies. "E" Compeny wes essigned the northeasi 'sector of
the hill, presently held by & portion of *I® Company. The lst Flatoon in
*E* Compeny wes to tle in on the right with the left pletoon of “E" Com-
peny. The first Fletoon Leader of "E Compeny wes misteken for the enemy ,
while ochecking his positions, and wes killed by sn "I* Company men. The
2nd Fletoon ccoupied the central compeny sector. The Third ?la.tqon, minue
ons squad, occupied the left sector.

A eseotion of heavy machine gune Wplaeed on the right of the lst
Flatoon. "“E" Company's light machine guns wers pleced on the left of the
Zrd Platoon. The 60mm. mortars were dug in, 50 yerds behind the center
platoon., (See Mep B}

At 0630 hours, the enemy mede prepsrations for the counteratiacks
This consisted of 5 minute artillery and morter concentrztions. Due to
the heavilj wooded erem, thess concentrations took -their toll, The Battale
jon Forwerd Observer and his Sergeent, both occupying the sems hole, ‘wlere
killed, Fumerous cesuelties wers inflicted upon the battelion. UE"
Compeny lost six men. After a 20 minute lull, the enemy moved up the
heevily wooded hill in the "E™ Compeny sector. Now that it wes light, it
wes discoversd that the fields of fire were not good. This enabled the
enemy to met within 50 feet of some of the defensive positions of "EW ¥
Compeny. Since the fields of fire were so limited, the heavy machine guns
in the right platoon were elmost useless. & tierce fire fight ensued,
resulting in e penetration in the 2nd Flatoon sree. The fighting deter-
minetion of this platoon caused the enemy to withdraw with cons iderable
losses. Fields of fire were immedlately :bnprofed. A better battalion
fire i:le.n wes established and co-ordinated. Artiilery concenirations were

pleced in the dresws end were to bé fired on eall.
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The lst Battelion wes having difficulty cracking the Fort KOENIGSMACHER
defenses. The Regimental Commsnder ordered the 2nd end 3rd Battalions to
oecupy.the first phase line until the lst Battslion hed eccomplished its
mispion. On the 1Otk and 11th of November the 2nd snd Jrd Bettelions ocou-
pled this hill. The hill wes subjected to pericdic srtillery snd mortar
fire. Severel countersttacks were successfully repulsed with the eid of
the plenned ertillery concentrations., The ensmy, ha%ing been forced out
of METRICK by the 359th Infantry, attacking in this eree, was sttempting
to effect the relief of the Fort KCENIGSMACEER Gerriscm.

On the morning of 12 Nb;ember, Tort EQBNIGEMACHER fell., The 2nd
Battalion was ordered to attack the next phase line; the town of VALM-
ESTROFF., Thus ended e 3 day operetlon. & major rive; had been crossed;
repeated counterattacks had been repulsed; énd e bridgehesd had been |

safely established under the most adverse conditions,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

The fortified ares of METZ hed been tested and proved to be tougher
than anythiné the Third Army had; es yet, encountered. Obviously, the
Germens intended to hold this line at all costs. Confronted with these
fortificetions, the plan for a double envelopment wes an axcellent solu-
tion for the reduction of this ares.

A1l troops, on this operetion, were glven adequate crientstion end
training. Unit Commenders, down to end including pletoons, were given the
oppertunity to observe and study the erea of their future opersticons.
Coordinetion with the ettached Engineers, in the treining aree and in the
actual cperation, was excellent. F

The success of this opsration wes contingsnt upon.meny fectors.

Poesibly, leading in importance, wes secrecy. With the artillery, while
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displacing, msintaining normmsl firss; with the continustion of normel
petrolling missions, and too, with the moving of 211 units under the cover
of dsrkness, the enemy wes given no werning of impending cperstions.

Although the boat haul from CATIENOMS to the river wes epproximstely

e IS//Q
M - 1000 ysrds, the area offereé nothing better, CATIEN(M, at lesst, furnished

gover.

‘Initielly, the MOSELILE River, itself, proved the greatest obstacle.
In the relatively short psriod of six hours, it had flcoded its banks and
inundeted the velley from 1000 to 1500 yards. No pleusible explenetiom
can be offered as to why this shouwld hsppen on thes very morning of the
erossing. In plenning, emphasis was plsced on the immediste construction
of & bridge at thig site., The MOSELIR River now forced the sbondonment,
temporarily, of thie importent project. Criticism, if any, might be traced
to the Army Engineers, who were undoubtedly consulted in the planning phase.
It would éeem thet their responsibility should include a thorough knowledge
of the sessonsl cheracteristics of ell rivers in the Army area; Hsd the
ensmy been alert, a bridgehesd could have Eeen established, only after =

- tremendous loss of life and meterisl, The flooded MOSELLE River geve the
Germen defsnders s false sense of .security which permitted the successful
esteblishment of the sll-important bridgehsad.

A bost heul of 1000 yerds, normelly, would be considered excessive.
However, under the existing conditions, no shorter heul would have been
feesible. / Here agein, an slert enemy could have disrupted the operation
and lthrown beck the sssaulting ferces.

The 2nd Battelion Ald Stetion did not arrive when it was most needed.
,it.tempts to evacuete litter cases, back across the river,were impossible
in the eerly steges of the ercesing. The cemsnt fectory would have served
g5 an excellent locetion for thie aid station. Medical personnel dld

errive sround 1800 hours; however, their services were needed leng before

this,
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The difficulty in establishing e defensive position, st night, is
cleerly brought out here. Adequete fields of firs cannot be clesred until
deybreek, =2nd then it may be too late,

In concluding, I would like %o quote the Commendation received ﬁy the
Commanding Gene.ral, 90th Division, from the Commending Genserel, Third US
Army s

®The capture end development of your bridgehead, over the Moselle
River, in the vicinity of Koenigsmecher, will ever renk es one of the

epic river crossings of history."
LESSONS

1, Exploit evury possibility and probahility befors. aitempting a

B

ma jor operation over a river, during the area'’s rainy periocd.

b

2+ The element of surprise always works for those who employ it,

B LA

regardless of the size of the seele of operations.

J’3. orient every men on his mission epd explain, as thoroughly as

_possible;'the gitustion, in order thet he may more intelligently sccomplish -
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thie mission.

4, Wheré the operetion is of & specielized nature and employing

* additionel troops im close support, such as engineers, smple training time
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is nescesssry to permit of understanding and proper coordinption betwaen the
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units .

il . )

5. In this instance, fewer men in the agsault boate would have msde
batter progress in crossing the river; howsver, it would have been at
the sacrifice of what tectical unity there was. !

i 6.‘ gtanderdized methods, in the attack'hgllaws the encmw to leern

your habitz end to prepars. for your operation.

7. Every effort must he mede to allow for sufficient daylight recon~

neisgance, when. on either the offense or défense, and to include, if
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possible, ell unit Commenders .

8, Wounded should be evecuated &s expediously es possible,
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/ﬁ. Msdicel inatallations should always be located alcng routes of
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9vacuation and be readily accessible.
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